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DIRECTORS REPORT

By: Chad J. Schooley, Parks and Forestry Department Director

Two Thousand Sixteen (2016) marked the eighty first (1935-2016) anniversary for the Wood County Parks and
Forestry (WCP&F) Department. Our parks and forestry lands have been developed over the past 81 years into
one of the premier systems in the state. The investment that Wood County residents make has been returned to
our citizens in the form of higher quality of life, management and preservation of the natural resources, and
economic development through tourism dollars brought in from both our out of town visitors and county
residents.

The Parks and Forestry Department continues to provide positive social, environmental, economic, and health
benefits for our community by offering high quality outdoor recreation opportunities. The Parks and Forestry
Department’s mission statement is: “To develop, maintain, and operate facilities, resources, and programs that
meet the outdoor recreation, environmental, and economic needs of the public; and provide clean, safe, quality
family enjoyment at a reasonable cost”.

The Parks and Forestry Department remains a top contributor to the local tourism industry. We are proud to
team up with, and support, local private businesses in attracting visitors to our area. Wood County residents
have been very supportive and have recognized the importance of park and forestry lands for the well-being of
our citizens. According to the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, visitors to Wood County spent $91.4 million
in 2016. This was a 3.86% increase from the $88 million in 2015. The Parks and Forestry Department plays a
key role in bringing these tourism dollars to Wood County.

The Parks and Forestry Department was very busy in 2016 with a few large projects. The east end of Lake
Wazeecha was dredged in the fall by the Highway Department. The project included: installing a bladder
around the dredge site to contain sedimentation, constructing a temporary road onto the sand bar, excavating the
material and loading dump trucks, hauling to the disposal site, and site restoration. The total volume of
sediment excavated was approximately 7,200 cu yards. This maintenance dredge will have to be completed
periodically to reduce the amount of siltation that travels further into the lake. This project was partially funded
with the WI DNR Recreational Boating Facilities Grant. While the water level was lowered for the dredge
project, we also replaced the seals on the 3 dam gates, and made repairs to the boat landing concrete pads.

Additionally at South Park, we completed a project of adding additional rip rap along the entire dike structure,
and along the spillway downstream of the dam. These improvements were ordered by the Department of
Natural Resources as a result of a dam inspection. The WI DNR Municipal Dam Grant paid for a portion of this
project.

Dexter Park also had a couple large projects completed in 2016. An equipment storage shed, and separate
maintenance/forestry shop were constructed. These buildings were constructed to replace the old Dexter
maintenance shop and Wisconsin Rapids forestry shop. The old Dexter maintenance building and property will
be sold in 2017. The Wisconsin Rapids forestry shop was transferred to the Highway Department and Land and
Water Conservation Department.

In this annual report we have summarized some of the different projects and timber sales that were completed in
2016. We continue to maintain existing facilities and amenities, as well as renovating and adding new facilities
and opportunities to keep up with high demand and changing trends.

13



6

Just a few of the events that the Parks and Forestry Department hosted in 2016 included: various fundraising
events, weddings, car shows, the state water ski show tournament, various runs/walks, disc golf tournaments,
anniversaries, yoga classes, family reunions, fisheries, and several outdoor youth events. We were also the host
site for the World Water Ski Show Tournament. This was the first time this tournament was held at Lake
Wazeecha. It was very exciting seeing people from all over the world come to Lake Wazeecha. This goes to
show how truly fortunate we are to have the parks and natural resources that we do in Wood County. These are
some of the larger events that took place. Some of the everyday activities include: hiking, biking, swimming,
fishing, hunting, camping, water skiing, disc golfing, snowmobile and ATV riding, cross country skiing,
downhill skiing, and snow tubing.

The Parks and Forestry Department maintains a variety of properties with the help of local volunteers and clubs.
Some of the clubs that we worked with in 2016 include: The Central Wisconsin ATV Riders club, 7
snowmobile clubs, River Cities Nordic Ski club, Consolidated Musky Club, Aqua Skiers, 2 disc golf clubs,
MSTC Urban Forestry program, local eagle scouts and troops, Friends of Powers Bluff, 3 campground hosts, as
well as many other volunteers. Without their assistance, we could not provide the opportunities that we do.
The Parks and Forestry Department also is a host site for Emergency Management crews throughout the year.
In 2016, Emergency Management work crews put in 6,996 work- hours of time assisting in maintaining the
parks.

The WCP&F Department has continued to pursue state Federal and DNR matching grants in the development
and improvement of our parks. In 2016, Wood County completed the Lake Wazeecha maintenance dredge, and
the Lake Wazeecha dam improvement project. Both of these projects were partially funded with state grant
dollars. Additionally, Wood County was approved for County Conservation Aids grant funds for fish habitat
improvements at Lake Dexter.

County Forest operations continue to be an important resource to Wood County. There are 37,762 acres of
managed “County Forest Land” for timber production and public hunting, fishing, wildlife watching, and other
non-consumptive recreational uses. We also administer the Timber Sales program to actively manage the forest
on the County Forest Lands. 2016 was a good year for timber revenue on the Wood County Forest, surpassing
budgeted revenue estimates. Gross Timber sale revenue in 2016 totaled $578,798.93 (net $520,919.04).

Highlights on the Wood County Forest included: the development of a Forestry Technician position and
subsequent hire, increased maintenance activities associated with the public shooting range, and improved
maintenance of forest roads and infrastructure. There was also a storm in July which damaged/blew down a
significant amount of trees. The storm affected approximately 600 acres. Storm damage assessment, planning,
and salvage of 185 acres of the most severely damaged timber were completed.
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2016 PARKS & FORESTRY PROJECTS

SOUTH WOOD COUNTY PARK

 Lake Wazeecha dredge project on east end of lake
 Remodeled vault toilet at Buena Vista
 Completed overlay of riprap along the Lake Wazeecha dike
 Added riprap to downstream embankment of dam
 Placed additional electrical outlets at the Red Sands Beach Pavilion for large events
 Installed 3 LED lights and poles at the Red Sands Beach Pavilion parking lot
 Completed concrete repairs to boat landing while the water level was down for the dredging project
 Replaced seals on all 3 dam gates and had thresholds inspected

DEXTER COUNTY PARK

 Constructed a new equipment storage shed and transferred ownership of forestry shop in Wisconsin
Rapids to the Hwy Department and Land and Water Conservation Department

 Constructed a new maintenance/forestry shop

NORTH WOOD COUNTY PARK

 Relocated the base location of the All-Parks Maintenance Worker from the Forestry Shop to the NP
Maintenance Shop

 Moved all equipment and supplies from the Forestry Shop to the new Dexter Shop and North Park Shop
 Remodeled the Park Ranger cabin

POWERS BLUFF COUNTY PARK

 Continued site planning for the new property north of Powers Bluff
 Created a funding plan for the Powers Bluff Development Project, which was approved by the HIRC, to

begin grant applications and soliciting for donations to go towards the project.
 Began constructing a 2-mile single track bike trail on the new property
 Began planning for the 3 acre pond, which will be dug near the non-metallic mine on the new property
 Began meeting with potential donors for the development project

NEPCO LAKE PARK

 Reconditioned park information sign.

OTHER

 Assisted in planning for Riverblock Building remodel and departmental move
 Submitted Stewardship Grant application for the White Sands Beach Remodel project
 Initiated “No Outside Firewood” policy in all parks
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COUNTY FOREST
Wood County Forest Lands—37,762 acres

TIMBER SALES AND RECON:

 Established and sold 16 timber sales totaling 748 acres.
 Total bid value was $691,493.40. Spring (4-4-16) and fall (10-3-16) bid openings.
 Routine administration of all active timber sales. 17 timber sales were active during 2016.
 2016 Timber Sale Revenue = $578,798.93 (Gross) - or - $520,919.04 (Net).
 Updated compartment Reconnaissance Data on 2064 Acres.

PERSONNEL:

 Participated in training of new office manager, primarily in relation to county forest procedures, billing,
timber bids, contracts etc.

 Continued process of developing a Seasonal Forestry Technician position and subsequent hire. Held
interviews in March 2016 resulting in successful hire. Successful candidate started work April 27, 2016.

 Worked with P&F Director and Human Resources to budget and develop Full-Time Forestry Technician
Position. Held Interviews December 21, 2016.

ACCESS/ FOREST ROADS & TRAILS:

 Mowed 33.1 miles of county forest access roads.
 Re-graded and improved drainage on 6.3 miles of county forest access roads.
 Installed 5 culverts: one on Peterson Road, one off of Heggelund Lane, and three on Ruffed Grouse

Road.
 Improved .25 miles of Ruffed Grouse Road with fill and used railroad ballast.
 Improved .25 miles of forest road/snowmobile trail in ATV area with used gravel and fill.
 Filled potholes on Peterson Road with gravel.
 Repaired three berms/ road closures.
 Painted all steel gates on county forest access roads.
 Installed one cable gate on county forest access road off of Park Road.
 Cleared extensive blow down from ATV trail system (approximately 10 miles).

TREE PLANTING & SITE PREPERATION:

 2016 tree planting was postponed due to unavailability of site prep contractor.
 Site prep (herbicide and trenching) in several stands totaling 92 acres in preparation for 2017 tree

planting project.
 Scarified and seeded 9 acres of 2012 failed red pine planting site to jack pine in compartment 71.
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LAND TRANSACTIONS:

 Continued gathering data and research pertaining to a land trade project involving a trade of 80 acres of
wood county forest land (located in section 24) for 104 acres of privately owned lands (located in
section 1) in the Town Remington.

 Investigated possible donation of 40 acres of private land to Wood County and entry in the Wood
County Forest. Private parcel is located in Hiles Township and is bordered by county forest on three
sides.

ACCESS & PERMIT ISSUES:

 No access or other special permits were issued in 2016.

WILDLIFE RELATED:

 Attended Wood County Wildlife Area Committee meetings, provided input/information, and performed
designated duties.

 Wildlife projects “funded with Nickel-an-Acre” State Grant: raptor survey, Hemlock Creek bottoms
north of Hwy 54 (Comp 61), and a site in the Richfield 360 along Puff Creek (Comp 79).

 Conducted Karner Blue Butterfly surveys as needed for timber sale purposes.
 Participated in regular DNR audit of Wood County Forest compliance with requirements related to

Karner Blue Butterfly Incidental Take Permit and ongoing habitat and population monitoring program.
Wood County Forest was found to be in compliance with program requirements.

OTHER:

 Located section corners and ran property lines between county and adjacent private land as needed.
Total line distance run was approximately 4.0 miles.

 Contributed to parks firewood efforts by locating suitable supply of firewood from Wood County Forest,
arranging harvest, and transport of wood to all three park locations for processing.

 Set up several public firewood cutting areas.
 Mowed grass and brush on Skunk Creek Dam.
 Completed Sustainable Forestry Grant project (skid steer forestry mulcher and winch) and received

reimbursement from Wisconsin DNR according to grant procedeures and requirements.
 Rototilled and seeded wildlife openings associated with two disabled hunter blinds.
 Investigated several instances of dumping, illegal tree cutting, and illegal motorized use on the county

forest.
 Shooting range - Increased maintenance efforts including: more frequent mowing, cleaning,

construction/replacement of target backstops. Cleanup and mowing occured approximately monthly
during summer and fall months. The Wilderness Sportsmans Club and Emergency Government
personnel assisted with these efforts at various times.

 Conducted a tour of part of the wood county forest for the HIRC committee.
 Participated in the Enviro-thon event/competition as a station captain. Set up and ran the forestry portion

of the competition.
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MEETINGS AND TRAINING

 Served on WCFA personnel committee and legislative and forest certification committee.
 WCFA: attended winter and spring forest administrator meetings.
 Attended First Aid, CPR, and AED training (Parks & Forestry Dept.).
 Forestry Tech. attended all county required introductory training.
 Forestry Tech. attended chainsaw safety training.

Year
GROSS

REV

1999 $121,900.94

2000 $135,736.02

2001 $326,757.57

2002 $171,620.53

2003 $324,588.42

2004 $414,132.26

2005 $434,234.87

2006 $221,997.45

2007 $290,781.83

2008 $548,068.30

2009 $260,546.28

2010 $484,127.60

2011 $272,614.56

2012 $566,539.17

2013 $567,146.52

2014 $434,305.73

2015 $710,889.98

2016 $578,798.93

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Year 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

GROSS REV $121 $135 $326 $171 $324 $414 $434 $221 $290 $548 $260 $484 $272 $566 $567 $434 $710 $578
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CALENDAR YEAR: 2016
TIMBER SALES TRACT SUMMARY - WOOD COUNTY FOREST

2016 TIMBER SALES
SALE APPRAISED BID

SALE
#

TRACT
# TOWNSHIP ACRES VALUE VALUE

739 6-15 DEXTER 58 $ 30,500.00 $ 47,846.00

740 7-15 CRANMOOR 52 $ 19,655.00 $ 26,762.50

741 8-15 SENECA 23 $ 17,930.00 $ 23,936.00

742 9-15 DEXTER 50 $ 22,940.00 $ 34,626.30

743 1-16 PORT EDWARDS 48 $ 43,107.50 $ 63,237.70

744 2-16 CRANMOOR 60 $ 24,505.00 $ 26,079.50

745 3-16 HILES 38 $ 15,020.00 $ 15,157.50

746* 8-16 CRANMOOR 52 $ 47,153.00 $ 47,153.00

747 4-16 RICHFIELD 45 $ 25,863.00 $ 28,050.00

748 5-16 PORT EDWARDS 35 $ 12,547.00 $ 18,522.10

749 6-16 HILES 78 $ 26,195.00 $ 33,638.00

750 7-16 REMINGTON 76 $ 160,820.00 $ 185,702.50

751* 9-16 SENECA 49 $ 29,879.00 $ 35,027.30

752* 10-16 SENECA 35 $ 49,753.00 $ 71,450.00

753* 11-16 SENECA 28 $ 20,900.00 $ 20,900.00

754* 14-16 SENECA 21 $ 13,405.00 $ 13,405.00

TOTALS: 748 $ 560,172.50 $691,493.40

*note: These sales were salvage sales due to July storm damage.

2016 COUNTY FOREST TIMBER REVENUE PAYMENT TO TOWNS

ACRES IN
COUNTY FOREST

% OF 2016 - 10%

TOWN TOTAL ACRES PAYMENT

CARY 701.37 1.8573 1075.02

CRANMOOR 3,601.08 9.5362 5519.63

DEXTER 7,883.88 20.8776 12084.13

HILES 9,320.09 24.681 14285.58

PORT EDWARDS 5,602.18 14.8354 8586.85

REMINGTON 6,559.02 17.3692 10053.45

RICHFIELD 358 0.948 548.71

SENECA 3,736.71 9.8953 5727.5

TOTAL 37762.33 100.00 57,880.87

101-2100-24460-000-000 January 10, 2017 - S. Green
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BUDGETED TAX LEVY EXPENSES: $911,320.00

EXPENSES:

SNOWMOBILE/ATV TRAILS $77,746.45

PARKS/FORESTRY $1,762,560.44

STATE ROADS/STATE WILDLIFE (56111-56911) $2,977.00

PARKS & FORESTRY CAPITAL PROJECTS $487,255.83

TRANSFER TO P&F FUND $94,983.00

TOTAL EXPENSES: $2,425,522.72

REVENUES:

STATE/FEDERAL AID $319,525.47

FINES $625.45

P&F USER FEES/COUNTY FOREST STUMPAGE $979,316.42

MISCELLANEOUS $73,499.43

TRANSFER FROMNON-LAPSING CAPITAL PROJECTS ACCOUNT $94,983.00

TOTAL REVENUES: $1,467,949.77

NET EXPENSES ($957,572.95)

P&F NON-LAPSING CAPITAL PROJECTS ACCOUNT $201,248.78

NET TAX LEVY (Net Income Loss) ($756,324.17)

2014 2015 2016

$1,727,835.84 $2,078,488.75 $2,425,522.72

$18,342.52 $120,850.33 $487,255.83

$1,350,187.18 $1,669,545.65 $1,467,949.77

(614,336.17) (585,004.60) (756,324.17)NET TAX LEVY (Net Income Loss)

2016 PARKS AND FORESTRY

EXPENSES AND REVENUES

WOOD COUNTY PARKS & FORESTRY

PARKS OPERATION

EXPENSES

CAPITAL OUTLAY

THREE YEAR SUMMARY

EXPENSES

REVENUES

P&F NON-LAPSING CAPITAL PROJECTS

DOLLARS USED

(DECREASE/(INCREASE)

$236,687.51 (55,211.17) $201,248.78
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THREE YEAR CAMPGROUND OCCUPANCY TOTALS BY NIGHTS
2014 2015 2016

DEXTER
COUNTY PARK 5,444 5,974 5954
NORTH WOOD
COUNTY PARK 4,228 4,520 4533
SOUTH WOOD
COUNTY PARK 5,336 5,733 5638

TOTALS: 15,008 16,227 16,125

THREE YEAR (SEASON) POWERS BLUFF TICKET TOTALS
2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

1ST SESSION 10AM-
NOON 2,620 1,380 1,051

2ND SESSION NOON-2PM
2,381 1,141 895

3RD SESSION
2PM-4PM 2,281 978 914
PARTIES

(3 HRS 9AM-3PM) 252 179 145
7,534 3,678 3,005
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THREE YEAR BOAT LAUNCH PASS TOTALS
2014 2015 2016

DAILY PASS 1,292 1,455 1,364
ANNUAL PASS 870 834 852

TOTALS: 2,162 2,289 2,216

THREE YEAR (SEASON) CROSS COUNTRY SKI PASS TOTALS
2013-
2014

2014-2015 2015-2016

DAILY PASS 148 94 102
ANNUAL SINGLE & FAMILY PASSES 152 110 88

TOTALS: 300 204 190
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SHELTER BUILDING RESERVATIONS

2016 SHELTER RESERVATIONS BY MONTH/PARK RSBP SP-E SP-O NP NEPCO DEXTER PB

JANUARY 0 0 0 0 8 0 3 11

FEBRUARY 0 0 0 0 6 1 3 10

MARCH 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4

APRIL 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6

MAY 3 7 4 9 10 0 3 36

JUNE 9 8 8 14 14 5 7 65

JULY 20 22 4 10 17 5 2 80

AUGUST 12 8 6 10 15 8 2 61

SEPTEMBER 14 12 4 12 13 1 1 57

OCTOBER 0 7 1 7 13 0 6 34

NOVEMBER 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 5

DECEMBER 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 12

TOTALS 58 64 27 62 123 20 27 381

2016 SHELTER RESERVATIONS BY EVENT/PARK RSBP SP-E SP-O NP NEPCO DEXTER PB

ANNIVERSARY PARTY 1 1 4 2 8

APPRECIATION EVENT 0

BABY SHOWER 3 1 4

BIRTHDAY PARTY 4 1 1 7 1 14

CHURCH FUNCTIONS 2 1 2 4 9

CHRISTMAS PARTY (non-family related) 0

CLASS REUNION 3 3

CLUB EVENTS (Rotary, Lions, Fisheree’s, Kiwanis) 1 2 3

COMPANY GATHERINGS 3 7 2 4 16 4 36

CONFIRMATION PARTY 2 2

CURLING EVENT 0

FAMILY HOLIDAY GATHERINGS 12 1 13

FAMILY REUNIONS/GATHERINGS 7 6 6 5 7 3 3 37

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 3 3 1 2 9

FUNERAL/DINNER/EVENT 1 1

GOING AWAY PARTY 0

GRADUATION 9 8 11 12 15 3 4 62

MEETING/GENERAL 0

MEMORIAL SERVICE/CELEBRATION OF LIFE EVENT 1 2 3

RETIREMENT PARTY 0

SKI TOURNAMENT RELATED EVENTS 25 20 3 7 55

SCHOOL/COLLEGE EVENTS 1 1

SCOUTS/4H EVENTS 2 1 3

TUBE/SKI PARTY 5 5

UNKNOWN/OTHER 1 5 1 2 9

WEDDING-BRIDAL/REHEARSEL/ENGAGEMENT/SHOWERS/GIFTOPENING 3 18 1 32 39 2 9 104

TOTALS 58 64 27 62 123 20 27 381
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THREE YEAR SHELTER BUILDING RESERVATION TOTALS

North
Park

Powers
Bluff

South
Park

Enclosed

South
Park
Open

Red Peach
Pavilion

Dexter
Park

Nepco
Park TOTAL

2014 50 19 54 43 46 15 120 347
2015 79 24 71 28 35 16 140 393
2016 62 27 64 27 58 20 123 381

Facebook Statistics of Likes

TOTAL PAGE LIKES

2015 2016
543 1612
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