CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATOR ADHOC COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Wednesday, June 24, 2020
1:00 p.m.
Wood County Courthouse-Room 114
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

PRESENT:

Adam Fischer, Bill Clendenning, Bill Leichtnam, Mary Solheim, Brad Hamilton,
Brent Vruwink and Shawn Becker

OTHERS PRESENT:

(for part or all of the meeting in person, telephone or video conference): Kim
McGrath, Shannon Lobner, Lance Pliml, Reuben Van Tassel and unknown caller

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman Fischer.
2. A quorum was declared as all committee members were present at the meeting.
3. Written drug court office move “thoughts” by the current Wood County Drug Court Coordinator,
Ryan McMillen, were distributed at the meeting and are included with the minutes as part of
public comments.
4. A motion was made by Hamilton and seconded by Leichtnam to approve the minutes from the
June 17, 2020 meeting. All voted aye, motion carried.
5. Discussion took place on the roles and responsibilities of the Criminal Justice AdHoc Committee
and how the committee wants to proceed; present current and future findings to the Judicial
and Legislative Committee; and the need for the AdHoc Committee. Committee members
expressed interest in continuing the AdHoc Committee until the Criminal Justice Coordinator
position is filled and has established a position foundation to successfully implement diversion
courts and processes with collaboration, resources and guidance from other departments and
entities. Committee members did not find value in identifying or placing a timeline expiration
date on the AdHoc Committee. A motion was made by Clendenning and seconded by
Hamilton, to have the Criminal Justice Coordinator AdHoc Committee continue to meet as
long as the Coordinator and committee members see value in the committee or further
direction from the Judicial and Legislative Committee is received. All voted aye, motion
carried.
6. Next steps for the committee and future agenda items were discussed. Becker advised the
committee that he had a conversation with Wood County Circuit Court Judge Greg Potter on the
need for and potential interest in the establishment of an OWI court. Leichtnam and Solheim
provided the committee with overviews of the conversations that they each recently had with
Wood County Circuit Court Judge Nicholas Brazeau in regards to the establishment of a Youth
Mental Health Court. Human Services will continue to gather and present case information that
was previously requested by Judge Brazeau, while being mindful and compliant with release of
confidential case data. Vruwink provided the committee with information that he located on
Day Reporting and Diversion Programs in Milwaukee County and Portage County, in an effort to
reduce detention costs and satisfy court obligations.

Future agenda items will include updates and discussion on:
 OWI Diversion Court
 Day Reporting and Diversion Programs
 Position Recruitment
 Youth Mental Health Court
The committee discussed the need to hold a special meeting prior to the scheduled July 6, 2020
Drug Court Coordinator office move date that was approved at the June 17, 2020 committee
meeting. The current Drug Court Coordinator has concerns about the move date and drug
testing location. Discussion ensued on the need to hold a special meeting or if the committee
could just extend the office move date to July 31, 2020. A motion was made by Clendenning
and seconded by Hamilton to not have a special meeting to extend the office move date to
July 31, 2020. All voted aye, motion carried.
7. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, July 22, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.
8. Chairman Fischer declared the meeting adjourned at 1:48 p.m.

Minutes taken by Shannon Lobner and are in draft format until approved by the committee at
the next meeting.

