22 May 2006

Mr. Dan Dupies

CH2MHill

135S. 84™ St.

Honey Creek III, Suite 325
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53214

Re: Wisconsin Rapids Corridor Pre-survey
Dear Dan,
This is a follow-up to the information I provided for you back in January

concerning the possibility of historic resources within your proposed
corridor for the Wisconsin Rapids project.

As I told you then, I found three potentially historic properties within the
APE of your proposed corridor. Two are at the corners of Lentendre Ave.
and Wisconsin River Dr. in Port Edwards. One is a 1920s Colonial
Revival style house on the northwest corner. The second is a mid 20%
century Gothic Revival church on the southwest corner of that same
intersection. Neither are currently in the Wisconsin Historical Society’s
database. Both would require more research if they will be affected by the
project. (Photos of these properties are included on the attached disk).

The third property is the Griffith State Nursery in Wisconsin Rapids, on
the south side of CTH Z between STH 13 and Gardners Lane. It is
directly across CTH Z from the new DNR office. This property was
identified in the “1991 State Facilities Survey: Reconnaissance Survey
Report” by Nancy J. Hubbard. That report identified the site and the 17
structures constructed prior to 1945 as “considered as a potential Historic
District”. I have attached the page from this report which states this
information, and one example of a survey form from the 17 surveyed
structure which I printed from the WisAHRD database.

[ contacted the Griffith State Nursery’s director, (Jim Storandt, 715-424-
3700) and he sent me a sketch map of the nursery’s property (fields and
buildings). He indicated that there are currently about 100 acres included
in the current acreage. He was not sure when that number was achieved,
however, it was his understanding that the state acquired land in
increments over the years to get to that number. He also indicated that it
was his understanding that the local Civilian Conservation Corps had a
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small camp that they used during the New Deal program in the 1930s and
possibly into the 1940s.

I have highlighted the nursery’s land onto a photocopy of the aerial map,
so you can see where the land in question lies.

I believe there is no question that a DOE would need to be prepared for
this property, and probably the other two, if they are going to remain
within your APE.

[ hope this information is helpful to you. Let me know if you need
anything else at this point, and of course, if you need the DOE’s done on
any of these properties, I’d be available to do those.

Sincerely,

4l MW

Barbara Kooiman

Encl: attached information and cd disk.
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ﬁriffifh State Nursery (711 Nepco Lake Road). The Griffith State
Nursery is located south of the City of Wisconsin Rapids off of State Highway 13 in Wood

County. This is one of three forest tree nurseries currently operated by the DNR. This

nursery is quite large and consists of 17 structures built prior to 1945. The unique feature

of this nursery is that it includes a manager's residence, directly across the street from the

nursery. This nursery is divided into two primary areas, one being the main office/storage |

complex, and the other being the “Side Camp,” '
The main office/storage complex consists of the manager's residence (11720,

1939), a root cellar (11/19, 1937), a cold storage building (11/11, 1938), an ice house ‘

(11/10, 1937), a pump house (11/2, 1936), and Storage buildings (11/12,14, 15, 25,

e 1936).°All of these buildings are constructed in a similar fashion, except for the cold
_Storage building, using ambussen green drop siding and white wood trim. The window-

needed to irrigate the seedlings. The buildings are all in excellent condition. This area of
the nursery is also the area where many retaining walls and drainagc ditches (11/17, 24)
have been constructed, all in excellent condition, _' o

" The other identifiable area is the “Side Camp”, which is situated-at the northern part
of the nursery. The structures in.this camp include two large stofage b_uildings both
constructed in 1936, and two minor storagé buildings built in 1941(1 1/8) and 1936(1 1/7).
These four storage buildings are also constructed with aubussen green drop siding and
white wood trim. The fishery storége (11/5, 1936) and warden storage {11/6, 1936)
buildings are the two most important buildings in this area, because they frame a service
courtyard which is privately acccssiblc from Griffith Avenue. These buildings also have

low pitched shed dormers, a unique detail of Griffith N ursery. These structures are also in -
excellent condition and are very well maintained. -

- (DNR Site File # 0053900548, 00551-00555, 00557, 00560, 00561)

(Wisc. DNR PUBL-FR-042 87)
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Record #: 16869
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Griffith State Nursery - seed storage #00554
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A. DNR Site File # 00539-00548, 00551-00555, 00557, 00560, 00561 B. Wisc. DNR
PUBL-FR-042 87. C. Date of constructlon source: DNR.

A 'site file’ exists for this property. It contams additional information such as
correspondence, newspaper clippings, or historical information. It is a public record anc
may be viewed in person at the State Historical Society, Division of Historic
Preservation. This one story astylistic utiltarian seed storage building features a
rectangular shaped plan configuration with an addition, a concrete foundation, a drop
board exterior, a wood trim and an asphalt shingled gable roof. A 6'x 8' vestibule was
added in 1936; this addition changed the original rectangular shape of the plan
configuration. No basement exists in the architectural design. Description of Complex:
The Griffith State Nursery is located south of the City of Wisconsin Rapids off of State
Highway 13 in Wood County. This is one of three forest tree nurseries currently
operated by the DNR. This nursery is quite large and consists of 17 structures built
prior to- 1945. The unique feature of this nursery is that it includes a manager's
residence, directly across the street from the nursery. This nursery is divided into ftwo
primary areas, one being the-main office/storage complex, and the other being the



"Side Camp." The main office/storage complex consists of the manager's residence
(11/20, 1939), a root cellar (11/19, 1937), a cold storage building (11/11, 1938), an ice
house (11/10, 1937), a pump house (11/2, 1936), and storage buildings (11/12, 14, 15,
25, 1936). All of these buildings are constructed in a similar fashion, except for the cold
storage building, using ambussen green drop siding and white wood trim. The window-
less cold storage building is an astylistic utilitarian building constructed with poured
concrete walls with art-deco style corner piers. The only other building of this sort was
found in the Brule River State Forest, and was also constructed into a hill, presumably
for insulation purposes. The pump house is located on Nepco Lake and provides the
water needed to irrigate the seedlings. The buildings are all in excellent condition. This
area of the nursery is also the area where many retaining walls and drainage ditches
(11/17, 24) have been constructed, all in excellent condition. The other identifiable area
is the "Side Camp," which is situated at the northern part of the nursrey. The structures
in this camp include two large storage buildings both constructed in 1936, and two
minor storage buildings built in 1941 (11/8) and 1936 (11/7). These four storage

. buildings are also constructed with aubussen green drop siding and white wood trim.
The fishery storage (11/5, 1936) and warden storage (11/6, 1936) buildings are the two
most important buildings in this area, because they frame a service courtyard which is
privately accessible from Griffith Avenue. These buildings also have low pitched shed
dormers, a unique detail of Griffith Nursery. These structures are also in excellent
condition and are very well maintained. The other structures on the Giriffith Nursery site
are situated at prime crossroads between the stock fields. They presumably provide
very accessible storage capabilities for the individual stock fields that are planted with
different tree species. In addition, they are also constructed with aubussen green drop’
siding and white wood trim, and are also in excellent condition. All of the structures at

. Griffith State Nursery are very similar and in excellent condition and have been
considered as a potential Historic District.
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