
Contact Information
For more information about 
the East Arterial Feasibility 
Study, contact one of 
the following study team 
members:

Mike O’Meara
WisDOT Project Manager
1681 2nd Avenue South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 421-8313
michael.omeara@dot.state.wi.us

Dan Dupies
Consultant Project Manager
CH2M HILL
135 South 84th Street,  
Suite 325
Milwaukee, WI 53214
(414) 847-0206
ddupies@ch2m.com

Public Meeting 
Scheduled
The first public information 
meeting will be conducted 
Wednesday, September 26.  
(see page 3 for details).

Wisconsin Rapids East Arterial Feasibility Study

Wisconsin Rapids East Arterial Feasibility Study 
Introduction
This newsletter is intended to update citizens on the Wisconsin 
Rapids East Arterial Feasibility Study in Wood County. The 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT), in cooperation 
with Wisconsin Rapids, Port Edwards, the town of Grand Rapid 
and Wood County, initiated a study to examine the feasibility of 
extending an arterial roadway from the intersection of WIS 54/73 
(Letendre Avenue) in Port Edwards, to the intersection of WIS 54 
and Wood County W in Wisconsin Rapids. The proposed corridor, 
which would require a new bridge crossing of the Wisconsin River, 
would follow the Wood County Z corridor across WIS 13 and 
proceed northeast along 20th Street (see map on page 3). 

Study purpose
The purpose of the study is to improve the safety and efficiency of 
state highways in the Wisconsin Rapids area. In addition, the study 
is intended to address future traffic demands and improve local 
and through traffic access for commercial and industrial uses in 
the study area. The existing state highways in the study area serve 
not only as important segments of the local street network but also 
as through routes on the state highway system. This dual function 
places significance on balancing the need to provide access to local 
development while providing safe and efficient operations for 
through traffic.

Wisconsin Department of Transportation - Dedicated people creating transportation  
solutions through innovation and exceptional service.

What’s next?

After the first public information meeting, the study team will use public input to assist in 
refining the preliminary alternatives. Upcoming study activities will include the following:

•	 Review the input received at the first public information meeting 

•	 Refine the preliminary alternatives

•	 Develop preliminary intersection concepts 

•	 Develop more detailed river crossing alternatives 

•	 Begin narrowing the range of preliminary alternatives 

•	 Continue work on the environmental document
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Need for the East Arterial

The new connection between Letendre Avenue in Port Edwards and Wood County W in 
Wisconsin Rapids provided by the East Arterial would remove traffic from 2nd Avenue, the 
Riverview Expressway, and 8th Street. Removing traffic from these roadways has the potential 
to address two problems with the existing road network. First, traffic volumes on 8th Street 
are at levels where operational problems are expected. 8th Street has two travel lanes in each 
direction and a center two-way, left turn lane. According to national research, roads of this type 
experience operational problems when traffic volumes are between 24,000 and 28,000 vehicles 
per day. Traffic volumes on most of 8th Street in 2006 ranged from 24,000 to 29,500 vehicles 
per day. Traffic volumes in 2035, the project’s design year, are projected to be between 29,000 
and 39,000 vehicles per day. Second, during the 5-year period 2000 through 2004, there were 
806 crashes on 2nd Avenue, the Riverview Expressway, and 8th Street. The total crash rate 
and injury crash rate for those three roads were higher than the statewide average for similar 
routes—8th Street had the most crashes and the highest crash rate. By removing traffic from 
2nd Avenue, the Riverview Expressway, and 8th Street, the proposed East Arterial has the 
potential to prevent the existing crash situation from worsening.    

What the study includes
Key study activities include the following:

•	 Data gathering – evaluate existing transportation facilities, inventory land uses in the study 
area, and review area development plans

•	 Alternatives – refine alternatives from the 2025 South Wood County Area Transportation 
Study, develop new alternatives, screen preliminary alternatives and select a recommended 
alternative

•	 Environmental studies – determine whether there are threatened and endangered species, 
archaeological and historic properties, or hazardous materials along the proposed East 
Arterial

•	 Agency coordination – obtain input from state and federal review agencies

•	 Community involvement – coordinate with local officials, establish a project advisory 
committee, hold public information meetings, distribute newsletters and conduct interest 
group meetings

Information meeting scheduled, public invited to attend
WisDOT invites the public to attend the first public information meeting for the Wisconsin 
Rapids East Arterial Feasibility Study on Wednesday, September 26, 2007. This meeting will 
be conducted between 5 and 7 p.m. at the McMillan Memorial Library (All Purpose Room),  
409 East Grand Avenue, Wisconsin Rapids. The meeting will be open house and interested 
persons may stop in between 5 and 7 p.m. to visit with the project team, learn more about the 
study, review displays and share ideas and concerns. If you cannot attend the meeting, but 
would like to receive information about the study, contact one of the project team members  
(See page 1 for contact information).

The library is wheelchair accessible. Hearing impaired persons needing assistance may call Mike 
O’Meara via the Wisconsin Telecommunication Relay System by dialing 711. To allow time for 
arranging assistance, please call no later than September 21, 2007.
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Public Information Meeting

Meeting No. 1

September 26, 2007
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Welcome to the first public information meeting for the Wisconsin Rapids 
East Arterial Feasibility Study.  The purpose of today’s meeting is to:

• Introduce the study team

• Review the study scope and purpose

• Present the results of our data gathering efforts

• Obtain your comments and thoughts on the preliminary range of 
alternatives

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT), in cooperation 
with Wisconsin Rapids, Port Edwards, the town of Grand Rapids and 
Wood County, are studying the feasibility of a new road known as the 
Wisconsin Rapids East Arterial.  The concept of the East Arterial goes 
back to the mid-1970s. It is currently shown on Wisconsin Rapids’ official 
street map. 

The East Arterial would extend from the intersection of WIS 54/73 
(Letendre Avenue) in Port Edwards to the intersection of WIS 54 and 
Wood County W in Wisconsin Rapids. The proposed corridor, which 
would require a new bridge crossing of the Wisconsin River, would follow 
the Wood County Z corridor across WIS 13 and proceed northeast along 
the 20th Street corridor (see map on page 2).  

WisDOT representatives are here to discuss the study and to listen to your 
thoughts.  The exhibits at tonight’s meeting describe challenges with the 
existing road network that the East Arterial would address. 

Please review the displays, ask questions, and share your ideas, suggestions, 
or concerns. If you would like to provide written comments, please fill out 
the comment sheet at the back of this handout and leave it with us today 
or mail it in by October 10, 2007. 

Thank you for participating in this important study.  
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Why the study is being done

The purpose of the study is to improve the 
safety and efficiency of the state highways in 
the Wisconsin Rapids area. In addition, the 
study is intended to address future traffic 
demand and improve local and through 
traffic access to commercial and industrial 
uses in the study area. The existing state 
highways in the study area serve not only 
as important segments of the local street 
network, but also as through routes on the 
state highway system. This dual function 
requires balancing the need to provide 
access to local development with providing 
safe and efficient operations for through 
traffic.  

Need for the East Arterial

The new connection between Letendre Avenue in Port Edwards and Wood County W in Wisconsin Rapids 
provided by the East Arterial would remove traffic from 2nd Avenue, the Riverview Expressway and 8th Street. 
Removing traffic from these roadways has the potential to address two issues on the existing road network. 
Traffic volumes on 8th Street are at the point where operational problems are expected. 8th Street has two 
travel lanes in each direction and a center two-way, left turn lane. According to national research, roads of this 
type experience operational problems when traffic volumes are between 24,000 and 28,000 vehicles per day. 
Traffic volumes on most of 8th Street in 2006 ranged from 24,000 to 29,500 vehicles per day. Traffic volumes 
in 2035, the project’s design year, would be between 29,000 and 39,000 vehicles per day. 
During the 5-year period 2000 through 2004, there were 806 crashes on 2nd Avenue, the Riverview Express-
way and 8th Street. The total crash rate and injury crash rate for those three roads were higher than the state-
wide average for similar facilities---8th Street having the most crashes and the highest crash rate. By removing 
traffic from 2nd Avenue, the Riverview Expressway, and 8th Street, the proposed East Arterial has the poten-
tial to prevent the existing crash situation from worsening.

What the study includes

Key study activities include the following:
• Data gathering – evaluate existing transportation facilities, inventory land uses in the study area, and 

review area development plans
• Alternatives – refine alternatives from the 2025 South Wood County Area Transportation Study, develop 

new alternatives, screen preliminary alternatives and select a recommended alternative
• Agency Coordination – obtain input from state and federal review agencies
• Community Involvement – coordinate with local officials, establish a project advisory committee, hold 

public information meetings, distribute news letters and conduct interest group meetings
• Environmental Studies – determine whether there are threatened and endangered species, archaeological 

and historic properties or hazardous materials along the proposed East Arterial
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Environmental studies conducted as part of this study

Listed below is a brief description of the environmental field studies conducted as part of this project. The 
purpose of the field studies was to identify resources along the study corridor that should be avoided to the 
extent practicable by the East Arterial alternatives.   
• The project team evaluated whether there is suitable nesting and breeding habitat for the state threatened 

Red-Shouldered Hawk, Blanding’s Turtle and Wood Turtle in the Wisconsin River crossing area and 
adjacent to Wood County Z and Nepco Lake. While suitable habitat for the species exists, none of the 
species were observed in the project area.

• An archaeology study was conducted with particular emphasis on Domtar Island, the Wisconsin River and 
the area adjacent to Nepco Lake and County Z. Two known prehistoric sites in the area of the Wisconsin 
River were reconfirmed. Areas of high, medium and low archaeological potential were identified. Areas of 
high probability were identified along the shoreline of Domtar Island, the east bank of the Wisconsin River 
and an area adjacent to One Mile Creek.  

• A historic structures survey was conducted to determine whether any project-area structures are potentially 
eligible to the National Register of Historical Places.  Structures at the intersection of WIS 54 (Letendre 
Avenue) and Wisconsin River Drive and the Griffith State Nursery may be eligible.  

• The project team evaluated upland and wetland habitat in the study area. The upland evaluation included 
developing a list of dominant plant species and general description of wildlife habitat suitability. The 
wetland evaluation identified wetlands boundaries on Domtar Island, the east bank of the Wisconsin River 
and an area adjacent to Nepco Lake    

• The project team investigated the potential for hazardous material to be located along the proposed 
East Arterial. Meetings were conducted with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and 
representatives from Domtar. 

What’s next?

After tonight’s meeting, the study team will use public input to assist in refining the preliminary alternatives. 
Upcoming study activities will include:
• Review the input received at tonight’s meeting 
• Refine the preliminary alternatives
• Develop preliminary intersection concepts 

Study contacts

To keep informed about the Wisconsin Rapids East Arterial Feasibility Study, you may contact one of the 
following study team members.  
Michael O’Meara, P.E.
WisDOT Project Manager
1681 2nd Avenue South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495
(715) 421-8313
michael.omeara@dot.state.wi.us

Dan Dupies, Consultant Project Manager
CH2M HILL
135 South 84th Street, Suite 325
Milwaukee, WI 53214
(414) 847-0206
ddupies@ch2m.com

• Develop more detailed river crossing alternatives 
• Begin narrowing the range of preliminary alternatives 
• Continue work on environmental document
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Public 

Comment

Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the need for the East Arterial and the preliminary range of 
alternatives presented at today’s meeting.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by October 10, 2007. Thank you for your 
interest and assistance with this important study.

 Date _______________
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________    

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City _______________________________ State __________

Zip ______________________________________________
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Fold on Dashed Lines, Tape, Stamp, and Mail

Name

Address

piZetatSytiC

Place
Stamp
Here

Mike O’Meara
WisDOT Project Manager
1681 2nd Avenue South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495
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