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March 8, 2009

Subject: Wisconsin Rapids Area East Arterial Feasibility Study
Second Public Information Meeting
WIS 54/73 (Letendre Avenue) to WIS 54/Wood County W
Wood County

Second public information meeting scheduled

The city of Wisconsin Rapids,

village of Port Edwards, town of EXHIBIT 1

Grand Rapids, and Wood County Proposed East Arterial Roadway

are conducting the second and final ]
&~ /

public information meeting to
discuss the findings of the ongoing
feasibility study of a new roadway
from the intersection of WIS 54/73
(Letendre Avenue) in Port Edwards
to the intersection of WIS 54/Wood
County W in Wisconsin Rapids.

o ppor Ave. |

Grove Ave. | &

Bth St

The meeting will be conducted on
Tuesday, March 24, 2009, from
5 to 7 p.m. in the All Purpose Room
of the McMillan Memorial Library,
490 East Grand Avenue, Wisconsin
Rapids. The meeting will follow an
open house format. No formal
presentations are scheduled. Maps
and other materials describing the
study and conceptual alternatives ! o D Bl el ol
will be on display. The project’s : ) ). ¢ LR
Feasibility Study will also be
available for review.
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The Feasibility Study is currently available for review at the city of Wisconsin Rapids engineering
department, the Port Edwards village hall, the Grand Rapids town hall, and the Wood County
Planning and Zoning Office. Written comments on the Feasibility Study may be provided to the
project team at the public meeting or mailed to Dave Laspa, Wisconsin Rapids City Engineer, at
any time between March 9 and April 7, 2009.

Mary Jo Carson, Mayor
Phone: (715) 421-8202 Fax: (715) 421-8278 Email: mcarson@wirapids.org

www.wirapids.org
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Background information

The purpose of the East Arterial Feasibility Study is to improve the safety and efficiency of state
highways in the Wisconsin Rapids area. The study is also intended to address future traffic
demands and improve local and through traffic access for commercial and industrial uses in the
study area. The proposed East Arterial roadway, which will require a new crossing of the
Wisconsin River, would follow County Z, cross WIS 13 and proceed northeast along 20th Street
(see Exhibit 1). Exhibits showing the proposed alignment and river crossing alternatives will be
on display at the March 24 meeting.

Study update

At the first public information meeting on September 26, 2007, the proposed East Arterial
corridor and river crossing alternatives were displayed along with other information such as
traffic volumes and crash statistics. Since the September 26 meeting, the project tcam
developed conceptual intersection designs at the WIS 13 (8™ Street)/Wood County Z
intersection and the intersection of the proposed East Arterial with Ver Bunker Avenue, Lavigne
Avenue, and Letendre Avenue in Port Edwards. The conceptual intersection designs will be
displayed at the March 24 information meeting.

The project team also developed another improvement concept along WIS 13 (8th Street)
between Wood County Z and Riverview Expressway. At the September 2007 meeting, the
proposed 8th Street improvement alternative replaced the existing 16- to 18-foot-wide center
two-way left turn lane with a raised median of the same width. This alternative would convert
all driveways and unsignalized roads that intersect 8th Street to right-in/right-out access points.
Left turns would only be permitted at signalized intersections. This alternative would create out-
of-distance travel, as more vehicles would use local roads adjacent to 8th Street to reach
signalized intersections. To address that potential issue the project team developed an 8th
Street alternative with a 30-foot-wide raised median that would accommodate median
openings. Although all driveways and unsignalized roads intersecting 8th Street would still be
limited to right-in/right-out turning movements, U-turns at median openings spaced roughly
every 1,000 feet would allow vehicles to make left turns without using local roads adjacent to
8th Street. The 30-foot-wide raised median would displace several residences and businesses
and require strip acquisitions from a number of parking lots. Both of the proposed 8th Street
alternatives will be displayed at the March 24 public information meeting.

Finaily, the project team completed the Feasibility Study, which describes the need for the
project, the alternatives developed to address the project need, and the environmental and
socio-economic impacts of the proposed improvements. As noted on page 1, the Feasibility
Study is available at several locations in the Wisconsin Rapids area for public review.

If you have any questions regarding the March 24 public information meeting or the East
Arterial Feasibility Study in general, please call Dave Laspa (City Engineer) at 715-421-8210.

Slncerely,

Mary Jo C son, Mayor
City of Wisconsin Rapids

Mary Jo Carson, Mayor
Phone: (715) 421-8202 Fax: (715) 421-8278 Email: mcarson@wirapids.org

www.wirapids.org
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Meeting No. 2

March 24, 2009

Wisconsin Rapids
Port Edwards
Town of Grand Rapids

Wood County

Wisconsin Department of Transportation







Welcome 1o the second and final public information meeting for the Wisconsin Rapids

Arca Fast Arterial Feasibility Study. The purpose of today’s mecting is to;

* Review the Tast Arteriaf ali gnment

*  Display the conceptual improvements at the project’s major intersections
*  Present the second a[tm native ¢ kvc[opc ] aiono 8th Sti(,u

o ()blam comments on the I‘Cd%l])]]lty Su:d)

Wisconsin Rapids, Port Edwards, the town of Grand Rapids, and Wood County

are studying the feasibility of creating a new alignment for WIS 54 hetween Port
Edwards and the cast side of the city of Wisconsin Rapids. The Wisconsin Department
of 'Iransportation (WisDO'T), which is administering the study contract for the
communitics, is also participating in the study.

The East Arterial would extend from the intersection of WIS 54/73 (Letendre Avenuce)
in Port Edwards to the interseetion of WIS 54 and Wood C ounty W in Wisconsin
Rapids. (sce map on page 2),

Project team members are here to discuss the study and (o listen 1o your thoughts. The
exhibits at tonight’s meeting show the coneeptual interseetion design work developed
since the first public meeting in September 2007, as well as additional work along 8th
Street. The Feasibility Study is also available for review,

Please review the displays, ask questions, and share your ideas, suggestions, or concerns.
If you would like to provide written comments, please fill out the comment sheet at the

back of this handout and leave it with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009,

Thank you for participating in this important study.
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The East Arterial would remove traffic

from 2nd Avenue, the Riverview

Expressway, and 8th Street. The East ¢ : o I :
Arterial has the potential to remove the most trafﬁc from 8th Stlcct (1() 000 vchlclcs per day in 2035). This

means traffic volumes on 8th Street in 2035 would be about the same as existing traffic volumes. By limiting
traffic growth on 8th Street, the East Arterial has the ability to prevent the crash problem on 8th Street from

worsening. Currently, 8th Street has more crashes and a higher crash rate than Riverview Expressway and 2nd
Avenue. Between 2000 and 2004, the total crash rate and injury crash rate on 8th Street were about twice as high

than the statewide average for similar routes.

Conceptual intersection design

Since the first public information meeting, the project team developed conceptual intersection designs at the
WIS 13/Wood County 7 intersection and the intersection of the proposed East Arterial with Ver Bunker Avenue,
Lavigne Avenue, and Letendre Avenue in Port Edwards. Lach intersection has several alternate alignments that
arc shown on the exhibits at the back of this handout. More details can be found in the Feasibility Study which is

available at tonight’s meeting.

New WIS 13 (8th Street) alternative developed

The project team developed a second improvement coneept along WIS 13 (8th Street) between Wood County

7. and Riverview Expressway. At the September 2007 meeting, the proposed 8th Street improvement alternative
replaced the existing 16- to 18-foot-wide center two-way left turn lanc with a raised median of the same width.
This alternative would convert all driveways and unsignalized roads that intersect 8th Street to right-in/right-out
access points. Left turns would only be permitted at signalized intersections. This alternative would create out-of-
distance travel as more vehicles would use local roads adjacent to 8th Street to reach signalized intersections,

To address the problems caused by the alternative displayed at the September 2007 meeting, the project team
developed an 8th Street alternative with a 30-foot-wide raised median that would accommodate median
openings. Although all driveways and unsignalized roads intersecting 8th Street would still be limited to right-in/
right-out turning movements, U-turns at median openings spaced roughly every 1,000 feet would allow vehicles



to make left turns without using local roads adjacent to 8th Street. The 30-foot-wide raised median would

relocate several residences and businesses and require strip acquisitions from a number of parking lots. Both of

the proposcd 8th Street alternatives are on display at tonight’s meeting.

~teasibility Study completed—e T

The projeet team completed the Wisconsin Rapids Arca East Arterial Feasibility Study. The study, which is available

for review at tonight's meeting, deseribes the need for the project, the alternatives developed to address the project

need, and the environmental and socio-cconomic impacts of the proposed Fast Arterial improvements,

Listed below is a brief deseription of the study’s findings for key natural resource issues in the study area.

* The project team cvaluated whether there is suitable nesting and breeding habitat for the state threatened
Red-shouldered Hawk, Blanding's Turtle, and Wood Turtle in the Wisconsin River crossing arca and adjacent
to Wood County 7 and Nepeo Lake. While suitable habitat for the species exists, nonc of the species were
observed in the project arca,

»  Anarchacology study was conducted with particular emphasis on Domtar lsland, the Wisconsin River
and the arca adjacent to Nepeo Lake and Wood County 7. Two known prchistoric sites in the arca of the
Wisconsin River were reconfirmed. Areas of high, medium and low archacological potential were identificd.
Arcas of high probability were identified along the shoreline of Domtar [sland, the cast bank of the Wisconsin
and an arca adjacent to One Mile Creck.

A historic structures survey was conducted to determine whether any project-area structures are potentially
cligible to the National Register of Historical Places. The United Methodist Church and the residence
immediately north of it at the intersection of WIS 54 (Letendre Avenue) and Wisconsin River Drive and the
Griffith State Nursery may be cligible.

* Twenty-five wetlands totaling 50 acres were identified in the study arca. As a comparison, there are
131,008 acres of wetland in all of Wood County. Of the 25 wetlands identified, 18 are located on Domtar
Island, These 18 wetlands cover about 16 acres or 33 percent of the total wetland acres in the study arca.

¢ The projeet team investigated the potential for hazardous material to be located along the proposed Last
Arterial. The area of greatest potential concern may be Domtar Island which has been used to store liguid

wastes from the paper mill and was a municipal landfill.

What's next?

After tonight’s meeting, the project team will use public input to assist in making any final refinements during this
project phase to the proposed East Arterial improvements, The Feasibility Study will be updated to deseribe the
results of this meeting and any other changes required because of input received at this meeting. As noted, the public
and review agencics will be able to review the Feasibility Study after today’s meeting. Written comments on the report
will be aceepted through April 7, 2009, and can be mailed to Dave Laspa at the address listed below, Shortly after the
end of the comment period this study will end. 'This project will not be funded by WisDO'T in the foresceable Future.
For this study to move forward, the local communitics would have (o obtain the necessary funding,

Study contacts

1o keep informed about the Wisconsin Rapids Area East Arterial project after the March 24, 2009, public
information meeting, you may contact the representatives below that participated in this study,

Dave Laspa, PE.
City Engineer

444°W. Grand Avenug
Wisconsin Hapids, W1 54495
715-421-8210

JoeTerry, RE.
ngineer-Administrator
701 Market Avenue

Port Edwards, W1 54459
715-887-3511

Jason Gruenebherg

Wood County Planning
and Zoning Department
P0. Box 8095

Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495

715-421-8466

Don Bohn

Town of Grand Rapids
Chairman

3137 48th Street South
Wisconsin Rapids, Wi 54494
715-473-5073
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Letendre Avenue Intersection Alternate 1

WIIISICION'S!| NIRIWV/ER]

LEGEND
Residential Relocation

) Institutional Relocation EXHIBIT 3-5
Letendre Avenue Interseclion

Concept No. 1

Realign Wisconsin River Drive

TBO52008006MKE 3.5_Letendre_Aternative_nol_3 08.22.08 cae




Letendre Avenue Intersection Alternate 2
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LEGEND
Residential Relocation

EXHIBIT 3-6

Letendre Avenue Intersection

Concept No. 2

Hold Existing Wisconsin River Drive

=== Retaining Walls

TBOS2008006MKE  3.6_Letendre_Altemative_no2_3 0822.08 cae




Letendre Avenue Intersection Alternate 3
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Residential Relocation
== Retaining Walls

*{  Road to be Removed EXHIBIT 3-7
Letendre Avenue Intersection
Concept No. 3
Close South Leg of Wisconsin River Dr
TBOS2008006MKE 3.7_Letendre_Alternative_no3_T 10.22 08 cae
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EXHIBIT 3-8

Lavigne Avenue Intersection
Concept No. 1

Realign Wisconsin River Drive




Lavigne Avenue Intersection Alternate 2
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EXHIBIT 39

Lavigne Avenue Intersection
Concept No. 2

Hold Exisling Wisconsin River Drive
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Ver Bunker Avenue Intersection Alternate 1
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Ver Bunker Avenue Intersection

Concept #1
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Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed LFast Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may cither leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.

Date

Name

Address

City State

Zip



Fold on Dashed Lines, Tape, Stamp, and Mail

Name - Place

Address ) ~ Stamp
. . He
CitY State LD . re

Dave Laspa, PE.

City Engineer

444 W. Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your

interest and assistance with this important study. . _
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WISCONSIN RAPIDS AREA

East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County
Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Pleasc use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may cither leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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Comment

East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may cither leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your

interest and assistance with this important study.
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Comment

East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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East Arterial Feasibility Study | Wood County Form

Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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April 2, 2009

Mr. Dave Laspa

Wisconsin Rapids City Engineer
444 West Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495

Hello Mr. Laspa:

Re: Wisconsin Rapids Area East Arterial Roadway Project

My name is John Clark. | live on the southeast corner of 20" Street and Whitrock Avenue in the
Ridge’s Golf Course Subdivision. | am writing to follow up on the telephone conversation we
had on Monday, March 23, 2009, concerning the second public hearing for this project.

When we talked about this project, | expressed a desire to have you and the project design
team position the new corridor as far to the west of the 20" Street/Whitrock Avenue
intersection as possible. My other concern was about the type of sound and visual barriers

planned to be used to protect my neighborhood from the undesirable elements that additional
traffic may cause.

Please consider these requests as this project advances. | would be happy to answer questions
that you may have. | can be reached at 424-2838.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,

i Lok

John Clark
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March 23, 2009

Joseph Reinke called again. He was upset. He said he will be unable to sell the trailer court with
the study indicating that this project may acquire all or part of their trailer court. His address is
W380 Huron Bay Montello 53949. He said his telephone number until April 15 is (813) 645-6258
then it is (920) 295-0185

From: Dan.Dupies@CH2M.com [mailto:Dan.Dupies@CH2M.com]
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2009 12:13 PM

To: Laspa, Dave

Subject: Joe Reinke

| wanted to let you know we have had Joe on our mailing list since the start of the project at Rt.2
Box 109a, Montello 53949. This is obviously a different address than the one Joe gave you in the
recent past. | would also not that the meeting invite leiter we sent to Joe at the Rt. 2 address was
not returned after the first PIM nor has it been returned as of yet. Joe may have moved since the
start of the project, but it is not correct to say he is not on our mailing list. | am sending a second
meeting invite letter to him at the Heron Bay address today. thanks. dd
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Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the proposed East Arterial improvements and the
project’s Feasibility Study.

You may either leave the completed form with us today or mail it in by April 7, 2009. Thank you for your
interest and assistance with this important study.
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March 19, 2009

Subject: Wisconsin Rapids Area East Arterial Feasibility Study

Dear Mr. Laspa,

Thank you for explaining to me the reason for this study today. | am concerned as a business
owner that this may limit exposure from the south for my business on 8 St. In these tough
economic times it concerns me that any traffic be taken a way from 8" St. As I do not
completely understand the reason for this,and am not able to attend the meeting on the 24", |
would like to extend my concern for any traffic that is to be taken off of 8" St., and my
opposition to any raised median that could obstruct any in and out of businesses or give any
businesses an unfair advantage of having unobstructed entrances and exits.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Sincerely,
4
Jim Merfe
Checkers Burgers Fries and Colas
1840 8" st. South
Wisconsin Rapids WI
54494

(608)438-2876
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Please use the space below to give us your thoughts on the need for the East Arterial and the preliminary range of
alternatives presented at today’s meeting.
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