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2018 PERSONNEL 

 
PARKS AND FORESTRY DIRECTOR ....................................... CHAD SCHOOLEY 

 

FOREST ADMINISTRATOR ........................................................ FRITZ SCHUBERT 

 

FOREST TECHNICIAN................................................................CLYDE DAMMANN 

 

PARKS CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR …………………….DENNIS QUINNELL 

 

OFFICE SUPERVISOR 7/ATV/ SNOWMOBILE TRAIL COORDINATOR

............................................ ……………………………………………SANDRA GREEN 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 4 ....................................................... SUE POTOCKI 

 

PARKS LEAD WORKERS .........................................................................SCOTT FOX 

                                                                                                                      MATT HUBER  

                                                 BRAD O’ DONNELL 

 

PARKS WORKERS .................................................................................. RON GILSON 

 JESSE KOSTOLNY 

 SETH DUPEE 

                                                                                                        DAN VOLLERT 

                                              

2018 SEASONAL EMPLOYEES 

 
LTE II .................................................................................................................................9 

 

RANGERS ..........................................................................................................................3 

 

EMT’S .................................................................................................................................3 
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DIRECTORS REPORT 
 

By:  Chad J. Schooley, Parks and Forestry Director 

 

Two Thousand Eighteen (2018) marked the eighty third (1935-2018) anniversary of the Wood County Parks 

system. Our parks have developed over the past 83 years into one of the premier county park systems in the 

state.  Our mission statement is: “To develop, maintain, and operate facilities, resources, and programs that 

meet the outdoor recreation, environmental, and economic needs of the public; and provide clean, safe, quality 

family enjoyment at a reasonable cost”. 

 

In addition to our parks system, Wood County owns and manages approximately 38,000 acres of county forest 

property.  Wood County was one of the initial counties in the state to enroll land under the County Forest Crop 

Law, beginning in 1932.  Through the years, this program has gone through numerous changes.  The forestry 

program’s mission is:  to manage, conserve and protect these resources on a sustainable basis for present and 

future generations. In 1991, the Wood County Parks Department combined with the Forestry Department to 

form the Wood County Parks and Forestry Department. 

   

The Parks and Forestry Department remains a top contributor to the local tourism industry.  We are proud to 

team up with, and support, local private businesses in attracting visitors to our area.  According to the 

Wisconsin Department of Tourism, visitors to Wood County spent $96.6 million in 2018. This was a 3.94% 

increase from the $92.9 million spent in 2017.  The Parks and Forestry Department plays a key role in bringing 

these tourism dollars to Wood County.  

 

In this annual report, we have summarized some of the different projects and timber sales that were completed 

in 2018.  We continue to maintain existing facilities and amenities, and add new facilities and opportunities to 

keep up with high demand and changing trends. 

 

Larger projects completed in 2018 include: construction of additional storage bay onto South Park maintenance 

shop, construction of tow operator booth for Powers Bluff tube hill, replacement of retaining wall at White 

Sands Beach, and completion of the 2018 Parks, Recreation, and Open Spaces Plan update. 

 

Some of the larger events that the Parks and Forestry Department hosted in 2018 included:  various fundraising 

events, weddings, car shows, the state water ski show tournament, various runs/walks, disc golf tournaments, 

anniversaries, adventure race, family reunions, fisheries, and several outdoor youth events.  In addition to these 

events, some of the everyday activities included:  hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, hunting, camping, water 

skiing, disc golfing, snowmobile and ATV riding, cross-country skiing, downhill skiing, and snow tubing.   

 

The Parks and Forestry Department maintains a variety of properties with the help of local volunteers and clubs.  

Some of the clubs that we worked with in 2018 include:  The Central Wisconsin ATV Riders club, 7 

snowmobile clubs, River Cities Nordic Ski club, Consolidated Musky Club, Aqua Skiers, 2 disc golf clubs, 

MSTC Urban Forestry program, 3 campground hosts, as well as many other volunteers.  Without their 

assistance, we could not provide the opportunities that we do.  The Parks and Forestry Department is also a host 

site for Emergency Management work crews throughout the year.  In 2018, Emergency Management work 

crews put in 5,451 work- hours of time assisting in maintaining the parks. 

 

The WCP&F Department has continued to pursue Federal and State DNR matching grants in the development 

and improvement of our parks.  In 2018, Wood County applied for state outdoor recreation grants for the White 

Sands Beach House Renovation Project, and was awarded 50% funding for the $155,000.00 project.  The 

project will be completed in 2019, and will include:  full remodel of bathrooms, addition of ADA bathroom, 

conversion of (2) changing rooms into (2) open shelters, conversion of old lifeguard room into a serving area 
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with counter top, sink, and refrigerator; tuckpointing entrance gate, and new side walk from the walk path to the 

beach house.   

 

County Forest operations continue to be an important resource to Wood County.  There are 37,826 acres of 

managed “County Forest Land” for timber production and public hunting, fishing, wildlife watching, and other 

non-consumptive recreational uses.  We also administer the Timber Sales program to actively manage the forest 

on the County Forest Lands.  2018 timber revenue was up from a relatively poor 2017 (due to poor ground 

conditions).  Poor winter logging conditions in 2016, 2017, & 2018 have resulted in an overabundance of 

“winter-cut” wood on the market, and have been reflected in tracts of timber receiving lower bid prices, and in 

some cases no bids. Gross Timber sale revenue did, however, exceed 2018 budgeted timber revenue resulting in 

$454,160.65 gross ($408,744.59 net). 

 

PARKS PROJECTS 
 

SOUTH PARK                                        

1. Removed all items from old maintenance shop in preparation for removal 

2. Added on new storage bay to existing maintenance shop 

3. Removed and replaced White Beach retaining wall 

4. Updated 3rd loop campsite electric to 50 amp and improved sites with recycled blacktop surfacing 

5. Installed 2 dog waste receptacles along walk path 

6. Pine plantation logging completed in property north of Willow Run 

 

NEPCO PARK  

1. Exotic species control (honeysuckle) 

2. Expanded parking area for trail users along entrance road 

 

POWERS BLUFF 

1. Created 4-phase development plan for Powers Bluff Development Project 

2. Completed 2.5 mile cross country ski trail on new property  

3. Rerouted snowmobile trail along the property lines of the new property 

4. Constructed new tube hill operator’s booth 

5. Constructed platform for tube hill loading station 

                                                                            

DEXTER PARK 

1. Completed planning for fish habitat construction (fish sticks) project 

2. Removed trees in ATV camping area (old overflow camping area) in preparation of 10 new sites 

3. Installed signage for allowing ATV traffic in designated areas near campground 

 

NORTH PARK     

1. Replaced wooden shelter building doors with fiberglass doors 

2. Replaced failing culverts 

 

OTHER 

1. Assisted Planning and Zoning Department with the completion of the 2018 Parks, Recreation, and Open 

Spaces Plan update 

2. Applied for, and awarded, White Sands Beach Renovation Project 

3. Began planning for county-wide ATV route/trail system.  Planning group consisted of employees from 

Parks and Forestry, Planning and Zoning, Highway, and Sheriff’s Department. 

4. Staff participated in staffing booth at Farm Technology Days in Marshfield 
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COUNTY FOREST 

Wood County Forest Lands—37,826.21 acres 
 

TIMBER SALES AND RECON: 
 Established and sold 9 County Forest timber sales totaling 589 acres.   

 Established and sold 1 County Parks timber sale on 25 acres in South Wood County Park.  

 Total bid value was $476,499.40  Summer (5-18-18 & 6-19-18) and fall (11-17-18) bid openings. Note: 

two timber sales in May timber bid received no bids. Rebid sales in June and were sold. October timber 

bid - special parks timber sale sold. 

 Routine administration of all active timber sales.   15 timber sales (including special Parks timber sale) 

were active during 2018. 

 2018 Timber Sale Revenue = $454,160.65 (Gross) - or - $408,744.59 (Net). 

 Updated compartment reconnaissance data on 4,730 Acres. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
 Continued training new forestry technician on forestry related aspects of the position including: Recon, 

Scaling, Timber Cruising, “Kruzer” timber data computer program. 

 

ACCESS/ FOREST ROADS & TRAILS: 
 Mowed brush and grass on 15.5 miles of county forest access roads. 

 Re-graded and improved drainage on 9.55 miles of county forest access roads. 

 Road improvement projects: 1) Hazelnut Trail – Placed .25 miles of 1.25” road base. 

2) Spur off of HWY X – Regrade, culvert, surface with used RR ballast. 

3) East Hazelnut – placed and graded used RR ballast, appx. .4 miles. 

3) Peterson Road patch/fill holes with gravel and regrade.   

 Mowed all hunter parking areas. 

 

TREE PLANTING, SITE PREPERATION, INVASIVE SPECIES, & TSI: 
 No tree planting occurred in 2018 due to unavailability of site prep contractor, as well as lack of 

significant planting acreage.  

 No site prep occurred as there were no plans to plant any large areas in 2019. 

 Mowed approximately 27 acres in compartments 34 & 35 with forestry mulcher as part of a timber stand 

improvement (TSI) to lessen ironwood and other shrubby competition in understory of good quality oak 

stands. 

 Mowed approximately 12 acres with forestry mulcher continuing effort to control buckthorn. 

Locations: Compartment 79, Stand 8 

 

 

LAND TRANSACTIONS: 
 No land transactions occurred in 2018.  

 

ACCESS & PERMIT ISSUES: 
 Issued one temporary access permit to logger requiring access across county forest, for the purpose 

of harvesting timber on neighboring property in the Town of Seneca. 
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WILDLIFE RELATED: 
 Attended Wood County Wildlife Area Committee meetings, provided input/information, and performed 

designated duties. 

 Wildlife projects “funded with Nickel-an-Acre” State Grant: Raptor Surveys: 1) Goshawk survey in 

contract #767 harvest area in Compartment 73. 2) Red Shouldered Hawk surveys of historic nesting 

areas in compartments 39, 62, 67, and 68. 

 Conducted Karner Blue Butterfly surveys as needed for timber sale purposes.  

 Investigated beaver dam activity/complaint in compartments 7, 14 & 53. Removed two beaver dams and 

solicited volunteer help from professional trapper. Worked with Wood County Highway department to 

remove one dam creating impacts to HWY X. Beaver activity is increasing and becoming a management 

problem as fur prices have plummeted and trapper numbers have decreased.  

 Mowed wildlife openings associated with Disabled Hunter Blinds. 

 

OTHER: 
 Located section corners and ran property lines between county and adjacent private land as needed.  

Total line distance run was approximately 1.25 miles. 

 Powers Bluff: Relocated snowmobile trail (1.2 miles) tree removal, brush grinding, grading, seeding.  

Began Construction of Multi-use path (.8 miles) tree removal, brushing, grading, seeding. 

Began Construction of short trail connection between “old” and “new” parcels (.1 miles). 

 Skunk Creek Dam: Mowed grass and brush on dike, installed sign and developed EAP per DNR.  

 ATV Area: Trail improvements in certain segments of trail by DNR dozers. 

 Participated in Wood County ATV Route and Trail Planning Group. Purpose was to establish a system 

of interconnected routes and trails throughout Wood County as directed by Wood County Board. 

Participating departments included: Parks and Forestry, Highway, Planning and Zoning. 

 Contributed to parks firewood efforts by locating suitable supply of firewood from Wood County Forest, 

arranging harvest, and transport of wood. 

 Set up several public firewood cutting areas. 

 Began planning and initial development of mountain bike trail on South Bluff through collaboration 

with volunteers.  

 Participated in Farm Tech. Days, staffed P&F booth.  

 Removed four illegal deer stands. 

 Investigated several instances of dumping, illegal tree cutting, and illegal motorized use on the county 

forest. 

 Shooting range - Increased maintenance efforts including: more frequent mowing (5x minimum), 

cleaning (6x minimum) The Wilderness Sportsman’s Club and Emergency Government personnel 

assisted with these efforts at various times.   

 Redecked equipment trailer with white oak lumber obtained from county forest timber harvested in 

2017. 

 Conducted/participated in park and forest tour for the HIRC committee. 

 Participated in the Enviro-thon event/competition as a station captain. Set up and ran the forestry portion 

of the competition. 

MEETINGS AND TRAINING 
 Served on WCFA personnel committee.  

 WCFA: attended spring forest administrator meetings and quarterly conference calls. Also attended 

Legislative/certification, Board of Directors fall meetings. 

 Training: DNR Forest Metrix, Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality, DNR 

Silviculturalist visit for on-site Jack Pine management options, Wood County Active Shooter Training.    
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Year GROSS REV 
1999 $121,900.94  
2000 $135,736.02  
2001 $326,757.57  
2002 $171,620.53  
2003 $324,588.42  
2004 $414,132.26  
2005 $434,234.87  
2006 $221,997.45  
2007 $290,781.83  
2008 $548,068.30  
2009 $260,546.28  
2010 $484,127.60  
 

2011 $272,614.56  
2012 $566,539.17  
2013 $567,146.52  
2014 $434,305.73  
2015 $710,889.98  
2016 $578,798.93  
2017 $237,258.12  
2018 $454,160.65  
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SALE # TRACT # TOWNSHIP ACRES

 APPRAISED 

VALUE  BID VALUE 

WCP118 1-18 GRAND RAPIDS 25 9,725.00$      12,628.15$    

759 15-16 HILES 84 35,662.00$    35,935.00$    

765 2-17 HILES 42 16,850.00$    16,850.05$    

766 7-17 SENECA 43 5,857.10$      6,120.00$      

769 1-18 CRANMOOR 35 15,793.00$    33,543.20$    

767 2-18 SENECA 62 123,340.00$ 189,002.00$ 

771 3-18

CRANMOOR & 

REMINGTON 93 69,636.00$    64,670.00$    

761 4-18 HILES 90 32,713.00$    36,625.00$    

772 5-18 PORT EDWARDS 35 15,874.00$    16,420.00$    

770 6-18 DEXTER 105 57,767.00$    64,706.00$    

614 $383,217.10 $476,499.40

TIMBER SALES TRACT SUMMARY - WOOD COUNTY FOREST

TOTALS:

CALENDAR YEAR:  2018

 
 

% OF 10%

TOWN TOTAL ACRES PAYMENT

CARY 701.37 1.85 $840.20 

CRANMOOR 3,601.08 9.52 $4,323.61 

DEXTER 7,883.88 20.84 $9,464.71 

HILES 9,360.28 24.75 $11,240.48 

PORT EDWARDS 5,602.18 14.81 $6,726.12 

REMINGTON 6,582.71 17.4 $7,902.40 

RICHFIELD 358 0.95 $431.45 

SENECA 3,736.71 9.88 $4,487.11 

TOTAL 37826.21 100.00 45,416.07

ACRES IN 

COUNTY FOREST

2018 COUNTY FOREST TIMBER REVENUE PAYMENT TO TOWNS

TOTAL TOWNSHIP REVENUE: $45,416.07
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BUDGETED TAX LEVY EXPENSES: $649,155.00

EXPENSES:

SNOWMOBILE/ATV TRAILS $84,512.42

PARKS/FORESTRY $1,597,223.60

STATE ROADS/STATE WILDLIFE (56111-56911) $5,025.78

PARKS & FORESTRY  CAPITAL PROJECTS $34,330.75

TRANSFER TO P&F FUND $0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,721,092.55

REVENUES:

STATE/FEDERAL AID $135,711.54

FINES $852.94

P&F USER FEES/COUNTY FOREST STUMPAGE $946,251.50

MISCELLANEOUS $48,989.14

TRANSFER FROM NON-LAPSING P&F FUND $0.00

TOTAL REVENUES: $1,131,805.12

NET EXPENSES ($589,287.43)

NET DECREASE P&F NON-LAPSING CAPITAL PROJECTS ACCOUNT ($651.54)

NET TAX LEVY (Net Income Loss) ($588,635.89)

2016 2017 2018

1,938,266.89 1,618,623.07 1,721,092.55 

487,255.83 2,220.00 34,330.75 

1,467,949.77 938,714.33 1,131,805.12 

(756,324.17) (666,240.90) (588,635.89)NET TAX LEVY (Net Income Loss)

2018 PARKS AND FORESTRY
EXPENSES AND REVENUES

WOOD COUNTY PARKS & FORESTRY

PARKS OPERATION 

EXPENSES

CAPITAL OUTLAY

THREE YEAR SUMMARY

EXPENSES

REVENUES

P&F NON-LAPSING CAPITAL PROJECTS 

DOLLARS USED

 (DECREASE/(INCREASE)

201,248.78 15,887.84 651.54 
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Shelters
Boat

Launch
Timber
Sales

Powers
Bluff

Violations
Camping

Operations
Cross

Country
Miscellane

ous

2018 $51,470. $18,953. $435,697 $12,681. $777.94 $398,671 $1,314.6 $27,988. $947,555

2017 $54,201. $21,238. $213,532 $37,447. $525.00 $419,514 $1,570.0 $12,815. $760,844

 $-

 $100,000.00

 $200,000.00

 $300,000.00

 $400,000.00

 $500,000.00

 $600,000.00

 $700,000.00

 $800,000.00

 $900,000.00

 $1,000,000.00

Revenues 2017 vs. 2018

2018

2017

 

 
 

 

}THREE YEAR CAMPGROUND OCCUPANCY TOTALS BY NIGHTS 
 2016 2017 2018 

DEXTER 

COUNTY PARK 

 

5954 

 

6174 

 

5941 

NORTH WOOD 

COUNTY PARK 

 

4533 

 

4267 

 

4320 

SOUTH WOOD 

COUNTY PARK 

 

5638 

 

5727 

 

5526 
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TOTALS: 16,125 16,168 15,787 
 

 

THREE YEAR (SEASON) POWERS BLUFF TICKET TOTALS  

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 
1ST SESSION 10AM-

NOON 

 

1,051 

 

1,284 

481 

2ND SESSION NOON-2PM  

895 

 

1,429 

350 

3RD SESSION 

2PM-4PM 

 

914 

 

1,249 

379 

PARTIES 145 297 128 

 3,005 4,259 1,338 

 

 

THREE YEAR BOAT LAUNCH PASS TOTALS  
 2016 2017 2018 

DAILY PASS 1,364 1,292 1,255 

ANNUAL PASS 852 795 730 

TOTALS: 2,216 2,087 1,985 

 

 

THREE YEAR (SEASON) CROSS COUNTRY SKI PASS TOTALS  

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 
DAILY PASS 102 92 47 

ANNUAL SINGLE & FAMILY PASSES 88 86 62 

TOTALS: 190 178 109 

 

 

THREE YR CAMP FIREWOOD NUMBER OF RACKS SOLD 

 2016 2017 2018 

DEXTER PARK 1943 2045 1831 

NORTH PARK 1757 1718 1593 

SOUTH PARK 1730 1005 1604 
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2018 SHELTER RESERVATIONS BY MONTH/PARK RSBP SP-E SP-O NP NEPCO DEXTER PB 2017 2018 CHANGE

JANUARY 8 0 1 9 9 0

FEBRUARY 8 1 2 16 11 (5)

MARCH 6 0 0 8 6 (2)

APRIL 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 13 7 (6)

MAY 4 6 2 10 10 1 4 33 37 4

JUNE 9 10 5 8 14 8 5 53 59 6

JULY 18 12 13 11 14 7 1 65 76 11

AUGUST 11 12 3 11 10 8 4 45 59 14

SEPTEMBER 3 14 1 6 13 2 2 37 41 4

OCTOBER 0 5 0 0 13 1 5 35 24 (11)

NOVEMBER 6 0 7 6 (1)

DECEMBER 11 0 10 11 1

TOTALS 45 59 24 46 120 28 24 331 346 15

2018 SHELTER RESERVATIONS BY EVENT/PARK RSBP SP-E SP-O NP NEPCO DEXTER PB 2017 2018 CHANGE

ANNIVERSARY PARTY 2 1 4 3 (1)

APPRECIATION EVENT 0 0 0

BABY SHOWER 1 10 2 13 13 0

BIRTHDAY PARTY 2 5 1 6 4 1 16 19 3

CHURCH FUNCTIONS / Neighborhood Table 1 2 3 1 12 7 (5)

CHRISTMAS PARTY (non-family related) 1 0 1 1

CLASS REUNION 1 2 1 1 1 4 6 2

CLUB EVENTS (Rotary, Lions, Fisheree’s, Kiwanis) 1 2 1 (1)

COMPANY GATHERINGS 2 2 5 5 5 24 19 (5)

CONFIRMATION PARTY 1 1 0 2 2

CURLING EVENT 0 0 0

FAMILY HOLIDAY GATHERINGS 9 7 9 2

FAMILY REUNIONS/GATHERINGS 6 6 5 5 4 1 4 41 31 (10)

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 5 9 2 3 1 2 9 22 13

FUNERAL/DINNER/EVENT 2 0 (2)

*GENDER REVEAL EVENT 1 1 (1)

GOING AWAY PARTY 1 39 1 (38)

GRADUATION 10 5 8 11 26 10 5 8 75 67

MEETING/GENERAL/Training/Wood Carvers Event/Nepco Ski Club 1 6 6 7 1

MEMORIAL SERVICE/CELEBRATION OF LIFE EVENT 1 4 1 (3)

RETIREMENT PARTY 4 2 1 21 7 (14)

SKI TOURNAMENT RELATED EVENTS 13 6 7 11 26 15

SCHOOL/COLLEGE EVENTS 1 2 6 3 (3)

SCOUTS/4H EVENTS / KARATE 1 1 4 0 6 6

TUBE/SKI PARTY 1 3 2 4 2

UNKNOWN/OTHER 0 0

WEDDING-BRIDAL/REHEARSEL/ENGAGEMENT/SHOWERS/GIFTOPENING 3 12 14 41 3 5 99 78
(21)

*WOOD COUNTY DEPARTMENTAL MEETINGS 4 12 1 0

TOTALS 45 59 24 46 120 28 24 331 346 15

* NEW THIS YEAR.  
 

SHELTER RESERVATIONS – 2017 vs. 2018 
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3 YEAR SHELTER RESERVATION TOTALS 
  

Red 

Beach 

Pavilion 

South 

Park 

Enclosed 

South 

Park 

Open 

 

North 

Park 

 

Nepco 

Park 

 

Dexter 

Park 

 

Powers 

Bluff 

 

 

TOTAL 

2016 58 64 27 62 123 20 27 381 

2017 33 60 24 44 116 20 34 331 

2018 45 59 24 46 120 28 24 346 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook Statistics of Likes per Year 
 2016 2017 2018 

Parks Main Page 1612 1960 2872 
Dexter  305 412 
South Park  429 523 
North Park  524 591 
Nepco  151 191 
Powers Bluff  610 728 
ATV Intensive Use Area  143 233 
Rifle Range  76 102 

New Facebook page coming in 2019! 

“Wood County ATV/UTV Route & Trail System” 

Instagram Statistics of Followers 
(Launched in 2018) 

Woodcowisc.parks June-2018   
FOLLOWERS 233   
POSTS 35   
FOLLOWING 13   

 

& 
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