Funding and support for the
Healthy Smiles for Wood County
Program Provided by:

e Area Dentists, Hygienists, and Assis-
tants
e Community Foundation of Greater
South Wood County
Delta Dental Plan of Wisconsin, Inc.
Elks Lodge #693 Ladies Auxiliary
First Congregational Church UCC
Community Outreach Fund: Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater South
Wood County
Healthy Smiles for Wisconsin
e John and Judy Steele Fund: Com-
munity Foundation of Greater South
Wood County
J & L Uniforms
Marshfield Area United Way
Marshfield Clinic Care Management
Ministry Foundation - St. Joseph's
Hospital
Parent and community volunteers
Umhoefer Foundation
United Way of Inner Wisconsin
Wisconsin Dental Association Foun-
dation
e Wisconsin Department of Health and
Family Services

At any given time, each of these part-
ners plays a pivotal role in the success
of the Healthy Smiles for Wood County
program. Without the support from
these organizations, businesses, and
individuals, the Healthy Smiles for
Wood County program would be un-
able to operate.

THANK YOU for your past and
continued support of this program!!
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Overview of the program

The most chronic infectious disease
among children today is tooth decay.
Tooth decay can threaten a child's health

and well-being. According to Oral Health

America: A Report of the Surgeon
General, the biggest problems are
access to care, expense, and lack of
preventive devices.

The Wood County Health Department
has addressed Oral Health concerns in
Wood County by operating the Healthy
Smiles for Wood County program since
1999.

The program has a primary focus on
prevention. Healthy Smiles for Wood
County addresses prevention though
outreach, education, fluoride varnish
placement, sealant placement and
systems change.

The Healthy Smiles for Wood County
program is a school-based, school-linked
dental sealant and fluoride varnish pro-
gram in which portable dental equipment
is taken to area schools and early
childhood centers. Children's teeth are
screened and then sealants or fluoride
varnish are placed on appropriate teeth.

The program is not intended to replace
dental visits or services normally provided
by local dentists. In fact, the importance of
regular dental visits is stressed and
encouraged at each Healthy Smiles for
Wood County event.

This program is designed to screen
children for dental needs, and provide
preventive dental services and supplies to
those children who would otherwise not
receive them. For many families, this is
the first time their child has seen a dental
professional.

For those children found to have unmet
dental needs, the Healthy Smiles for Wood
County program works with their families
along with other school personnel (as
appropriate) to find them a dental home,
where all their dental needs can be met.
One of the successes of Healthy Smiles
for Wood County is that it allows for col-
laboration to assist and locate restorative
services for individuals with barriers to
dental care.
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GOALS

The long term goals of
the Healthy Smiles for
Wood County Pro-
gram, are consistent
with, and supportive of, several Healthy
People 2010 objectives:

o Reduce the number of children and
adolescents who have dental decay in
their primary or permanent teeth.

e Reduce the number of children,
adolescents, and adults with untreated
dental decay.

e Increase the number of children and
adolescents under age 19, at or below
200 percent of the federal poverty level,
who receive any preventive dental
service during the past year.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In 2008, Healthy Smiles for Wood County

accomplished the following:

e Provided 1,127 children with dental
health education

e Screened 1,419 children

e Placed 1,514 sealants on 449 children

e Placed 1,338 fluoride varnish
treatments on 852 children

o Referred children with unmet dental
needs to area dentists or clinics



